Introducing EAMENA
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The Middle East and North Africa are home to 8lgall Juad) Landd Ulage Ly 8l Jladiy Jacg¥) (3 i) dddata aas
some of the best—preserved and most important LAl quila ) G)al 1A Gl ety D aag Lallad) L8 4 ) W jis)g
archaeological sites in the world. Yet this cgad) (A paaad) Aalil) G Glaad Jadiy . ) padd allad)
irreplaceable heritage is under enormous threat. 3gag ?"J c—zlb-d‘ A (y)a8h el aagad UM | Amall 5"—0‘55-“
Reasons for this include urban development, RVES 3\_)515 cila glas

agriculture, looting, warfare, and natural erosion. We
are in danger of not only losing these sites but any
record of their existence, such is the pace of change.

In 2015, the Endangered Archaeology in the Middle East Al 8 Bangall HEY tlia) &g pde Aoy S YoV 0 Gle 8

and North Africa (EAMENA) project was set up. The AT elpdg oial e Jendl 3108 s L L jdl Jladds ijil\
EAMENA team comprises archaeologists, researchers, Gilabaiall xa 25808 | daalan Liald & 9 pia Jazy (e ghiiag

heritage experts and volunteers. The project works with BV las Uglaay (3860 s &33 i gl Ayl il
national heritage organisations and officials. Together,

we document and protect archaeology under threat
throughout the region.

The team uses satellite imagery, aerial photography Shll caila ) dygalls e luall JLaY) jga Baall aadiay
and on-the—ground visits to record archaeological Al o oY) p3) gal) Jaandil bl 028 a2a% Al asall
sites and assess their condition. There are now over Yoooons Llla aag . 806l e galing A bl Jia) a3
ZOQ,OOO records in a specially—created database. It is an e ale Cilaglae A pmas i) el iy A adlsal Jas
online, open—access resource that anyone can search: eamenadatabase.arch.ox.ac.uk L)l (DA (e adlsal

eamenadatabase.arch.ox.ac.uk.

Top image: Meidum Pyramid (Photograph: M. Kenawi). (598 dena 1Bypm) asiie axp 1 eV 3)suall

Above: EAMENA works in 20 countries across the Middle East and North Africa (Copernicus Sentinel data 2017).
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Above: The EAMENA team in 2017.
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Right: Members of the EAMENA team show the database to heritage officials.
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Above: An ancient mining settlement in Egypt, about 100km from Edfu, before and after bulldozing (Image:
DigitalGlobe via Google Earth).
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Right: Inauguration of the EAMENA training programme in Egypt, Bibliotheca Alexandrina,
May 2018.

Bottom image: Documentation of mud-brick structures, photographed from above
(Photograph: Archaeology of the Western Nile Delta Archive).
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