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More than ten thousand years ago
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The history and archaeology of Egypt dates back el OlS o) YT ) aa A UYL Al a g
many thousands of years, when the climate in the (L) daadl) olpd) dlia culs . oY) e dgghy ST &) auall
Sahara was much wetter than it is now. There were KPRV uﬁ %Ji Jlad dalata gm LCiladitoally < aad)
lush grasslands (savannah), lakes and marshes. ] e Aday Jull) g algg AN g A Vo v e

From 7,000 years ago, the climate began to dry—-up,
which made the desert areas around the Nile Valley
that we see today.

Early Egyptians were hunter—gatherers. The design of &) Bl alakal) zala — cpaluall (4 SN t maal) )\S
their stone tools can tell us about major changes that took Blad)l gl & uas s ekl jedi 4 aall AP SR
place in their lifestyles. For example, grind stones show Jalie cldd LAy jedat (Jlal) Ja u"‘“‘J gt u-“‘
that around 9,000 years ago, people were harvesting wild g3, étf a4« « « SAlss e eadl) das b gy oSl ) 4 jaa
grains along the Nile. " " Sl galy Jsh e
Permanent settlements started to appear in Egypt around Vioee Al da paa B gedall 3 AolSd) cilaandl) ey
7,000 years ago. People started to practise animal s 3;" Jﬁjg\ ¢ e Lall d:u gu\ﬁ;j\ 2\# a8l he Al
husbandry of sheep, goat and cattle along the Nile and in 2 WL Ual ddlaie 88 .4 ) jauall Gahlial) (g ol
desert areas. In the \]/cvestern dese;t at Nabta Playa, they ;\3*‘._ L gl b Y Sl aad (A &l g laall
relied on deep wells for sources of water. In cemeteries, , 5§ % ¢ p .

archaeologists have found offerings of pots, figurines and V. .%u;ﬂ: ji:;fz MfJgjiljﬁ‘ jit‘:i:ﬁ
combs dating from around 7,000 years ago. i d == Te

Top image: Today’s desert environments were very different over 12,000 years ago. The savannah 3l Ul chacle 2aw YY oo e e S dia oalall 8 laa ddbiae 30 e hanall il 1 oYL ) suall
supported the lives of numerous animals and people (Photograph: T. Savage).
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Above: Many thousands of years ago, the climate was very different. People lived as hunter—gatherers (lllustration:
D. Miles-Williams).
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"‘ Left: Rock art from around 7,000 years ago showing people with animals and the outline of their hands. Kev Gilf
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_ (Photograph: T. Savage).
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Below: A chopper that was used by humans over 300,000 years ago, Wadi Kybbaniya, Aswan (Photograph:
M. Gatto).
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Left: 7,000 years ago, people used granaries lined with baskets to store their harvests, Fayoum (Photograph:
M. Gatto).
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Below: Arrowhead used for hunting, over 30,000 years ago, Wadi Abu Subeira Aswan (Photograph: M. Gatto).
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Bottom image: Rock art showing human figures, Kev Gilf (Photograph: T. Savage).
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