The Greek leader and military general, Alexander the
Great, arrived in Egypt around 2,300 years ago. Built
in his honour, the new city of Alexandria became

the cultural capital of the Mediterranean. Daily life
did not change much In small villages and towns

but Alexandria was home to many cultures. Egypt
became part of the Roman Empire under Emperor
Augustus. The culture remained mixed, with ancient
Egyptian, Greek and Roman influences.

Christianity spread to Egypt in its early years. St Mark,
the first Pope and Patriarch of Alexandria, founded the
first Egyptian church in 42—47 CE. The Roman Emperor
Diocletian persecuted Christians in Egypt from 284 CE.
As a result, Christians built monasteries in the desert, far
from the capital city of Alexandria.

For around 300 years, Egypt was part of the Christian
Byzantine Empire. Coptic art and architecture spread
beyond Egypt through textiles, papyri and in the religious
texts of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

Top image: Detail of a monumental statue at Edfu Temple (Photograph: U. Furlan).

Right: A decorated column at Esna Temple (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Above: Early Roman mosaic from Tell Timai, near Mansoura (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Right: The fourth—century church of the Red Monastery, Sohag (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Below: The White Monastery at Sohag was founded in the fifth century CE (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Bottom image: Detail of a painting from the Bagawat Tombs (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Below: Bagawat Tombs made from mud-brick, Kharga Oasis (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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