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The Egyptian Government has worked with
international partners to protect Egypt’s heritage
under threat. Several such projects have helped to
save examples of Egypt’s rich heritage for future
generations. Since 2000, many groups have been
documenting the sites at most risk from development
and cultivation.

During the construction of the Aswan High Dam, in the
1960s, towns and villages disappeared under the rising
waters of the Nile. Efforts to salvage the threatened
Nubian and Aswan temples were successful. This was
achieved with the support of UNESCOQO, Spain, the
Netherlands, Italy and others.

Projects have not only focused on Ancient Egyptian sites.
In the early 2000s, the beautiful Coptic Red and White
Monasteries in Sohag were restored. A new museum

In Sohag has recently opened to display the history

and archaeology of the town. In 2002, the Supreme
Council of Antiquities restored 25 Ottoman—era houses in
Rosetta.

Top image: The White Monastery following restoration, Sohag (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Above: The White Monastery before restoration, Sohag (Photograph: J. McKenzie/Manar al-Athar). |
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Right: Centuries of candle soot are cleaned from the paintings, in the church of the White Monastery, Sohag

(Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Saving the Past
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Above right: Trajan’s Kiosk before the construction of the High Dam, Aswan, early—twentieth century.
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Top left: Trajan’s Kiosk before the construction of the High Dam, Aswan, early—twentieth century.
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Bottom left: Trajan’s Kiosk in 2013, following its salvage and reconstruction on a nearby island (Photograph:
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Left: Ottoman houses in Rosetta, 1949.
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Below: The same houses after restoration, 2017 (Phoograph: M. Kenawi).
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Bottom image: Traditional house in Qus, Middle Egypt (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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