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Archaeology and Remote Sensing
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Remote sensing for archaeology uses high-altitude Jia ¢, u_x;‘y\ Cha ga o ladiu) dada) PREGI
images of the Earth, such as satellite images and ) Jilgl N oY Al gl Asliall L) | e
:zrilta Iis.lo::aas';tt0 gr:adPZfo;a(I:ttifeo?teacl)li\llzvgl\gfci‘::oIl;e);sttZOIs JLd\Jt 3a O -Llely Lt o Usa @J“.A EG'AM
to identity and watch archaeological sites ac?oss a o g e ;t.dﬂ Chjm.‘u{ﬁ‘ J?JT u-‘: %M‘"& - Aﬁgb,d‘
large area. It is particularly useful for regions that are S (RS °,m‘,J dhui ‘_,a Mm{ M“ﬁ,\z ‘ ?M‘ T u}u{u
difficult or dangerous to visit. Agpshad o b)) qaall (e 4;45‘ Ghlall jald Jody
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archaeological sites and assess the threats to them. dabia o &\y\ a2 (Sl alially Ll i yat 28 Al Hlalall
To do this, we use many different types of imagery. Cdll dAb\ Nie dgeall jgall )w\ clale ?M‘ ¢ yoall

Archaeologists have used aerial photography since the oy M‘

early twentieth century.

In recent decades, satellite imagery has become more ByaY) agiall & ) IS dalie e liall L) sa Gl
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can see how sites and landscapes change through time. Al Hsediy Cilgin A Ldalail
Top image: Aerial photograph of the site of Zabalam (lbzekia) showing the ruins of buildings g Bygall) agalll jia Al jaally Shall oal&l i () AV adsal dasa B)5a 15 guall el
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in Iraq). - :
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Above: Ur on a CORONA satellite image from 23 September 1966 (Image: United States Geological Survey) and on an image available from Google
Earth from 27 Feb 2002 (Image: © 2018 DigitalGlobe) showing the encroachment of modern developments.
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Above: The remains of individual buildings are visible at the site of Samarra (2005). Satellite images such as this can be used to create detailed site
plans. (Image: © 2018 DigitalGlobe).
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Above left: Using drone photography to survey archaeology in the Erbil plain (Photograph: Erbil Plain Archaeological Survey).
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Above right: Historic aerial photograph showing the archway at the Parthian site of CteS|phon C. 1923 (Photograph Brltlsh Academy).
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