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Iraq through time
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Neanderthal burials of at least 45 thousand years t0 A aas Ally (JUyails) Jo¥) Ol clidy Jo ) slall A
old have been found in the cave at Shanidar. A new L JETXTN ‘_Uj_j A dpadl) aokiady L ladld Cigs A i
life style based around farming can be identified at i 5 anl csala b alal) Jlead b de 3l u"“ aild 3Ll
sites at northern Iraq such as Jarmo, Yarim Tepe szﬂ‘“e:é )y dids i a8 L Al Qe s e Lall

and Arpachiyah from around 9,000 BCE. The earliest " . ast o w .o
€ v v — 00 v M‘ ).\SJJ ‘éhﬂ‘ Ol LQH-‘;
known permanent settlements in southern Iraq date to J2 ( ) = 8 S S ‘“’AN" |

the Ubaid period (c. 5,500 - 4,000 BCE).

The world’s first cities and writing system developed Csia b sl Al IV GLUSH sy aadl ) cajels
in southern Iraq during the Uruk period (c. 4,000 - Cuyels 28y . DLl Jad (Yoo e — €000 Ay i) 58 (DA 3]yl
3,000 BCE). The first city—states emerged in the third Sn L Dl O:\:\JSS” Solall ang AN :\:@j‘y\ DA dnad) Je
millennium. The Kings of Akkad unified Mesopotamia ER P I I E Dl J8YF e e el
around 2,300 BCE. By the second millennium, there were Nia dpash 5 58S J;ﬁﬂ Q)@;L'aj a8y el u—° aaall @llia
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several regional kingdoms. Assyria emerged as the major vl o] catidl con 2 Ver . Cye
power from around 1,300 BCE. By 700 BCE, its empire D5bee) £ S By o3 s

b e PRI
stretched from Egypt to western Iran. O SUE (= »as e S

From around 550 BCE, a series of powerful empires — Jad 00 v i dakaigl) 4abinall il ghal e pe Al eSS
Achaemenid, Seleucid, Parthian and Sasanian - ruled Alaladls (AlKaY) (A8l Al Ay yehaliaal) e Dl
the region. Later, Islamic conquerors founded the cities 3 23y ?" DALY I (w .) 48 <) diya \}Wjj bl Jiag camy Lagd

of Kufa (670 CE), then Baghdad (750 CE) and Samarra ol g5 Sy A (ATE) s hpalss cAydlaa (Vo o)
(834 CE). The diversity of its present-day communities i - el cLiLinal " Jﬁ\ Ll
reflects Iraq’s complex history. : TV ¢

Top image: The Uruk Period (ca. 4000-2900 BCE) witnessed the emergence of the world’s & hyea) LUSY dadaily g sl Anne Jie gl B aall sl el g ol 55 Cngd 1 eV 3y gl
first cities such as Uruk (pictured here) and writing systems (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani). .((é_'\\w\

Above: The world’s earliest hominid burial was found at Shanidar Cave, located in the Zagros Mountains
(Photograph: General Board of Tourism in Kurdistan—lraq).
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Right: A shrine in Baghdad. Baghdad was the largest city in the world during the tenth century CE (Photograph:
Aljawadain Holy Shrine).
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\ Above: A stone relief depicting an Assyrian lamassu or protective deity (Photograph: Y.
Naqgqgash).

(8 s tnea) als 4] o) (08 pulad i g pseai 1 eV

Left: Hatra, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This city flourished in the desert during the
Parthian period (Photograph: ASOR Cultural Heritage Initiatives).
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Bottom image: Erbil Citadel, a UNESCO World Heritage Site that has been inhabited from
prehistory to the present day (Photograph: G. Philip).
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