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Six thousand years ago
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There are thousands of mounds (tells) across Iraq, 4 Ay 2sall L&y Jiad Allg ghad) 2 SN (1 YY) aa gl
representing ancient settlements. Some of these Aha e u_\ 3\;\ Odal) JOU sda ey M\ A8 g . dayadll
became the first cities along the Tigris—Euphrates u_;JJM ol S e"“ CrSlrall ek a8y L ydllg Adad v
rivers. Farmers devc.eloped a sop_his?icated irrig_ation 5y g (Sl aae Bal3) Sl 4‘ By oo lally aglualas a5
system to water their crops, which improved yields. A et

This lead to an increase in population.

Between 5,000 to 6,000 years ago, the Sumerians were dj\ sl (yepegud) IS (Apcala Al To e 0w v Laad
the world’s first city dwellers at places such Uruk and dadiia Sl aall o2d Ciaa . gl 5 &l sl Jie anll alladl
Ur. These cities, with monumental buildings and art, and ce ) Ddie plaa o lin Llel) dadall Caxiaiod Mg cbyae (i
new ruling elites who received elaborate burials, and were 5 Ne - sl aall Gl DA e Llaa eM Sl Canial g
backed by organized military forces, marked a watershed : Alaay) e - HE 8 daga

INn human development.

This complex new world required new forms of Baaa Ayl Aadaly aaall Allall & 3aall daeall aUail) Jaa - s
administration. Writing emerged through the need to dalial g a);...d\j ElaaY) Jaaadtl dalad) e 0SY) ¢ oo
record commodities and transactions, and also to track Cagnll il clad de cDlald) 4 s syl AS
the movement of traded goods. Records were written on

(3o BN & o) 3Ll Gl 3 all Aala]l Sl 2 g ¢dy)lanuall
clay tablets using the cuneiform script, and the demand ol e ol

: : cAada) ) g 5l
for extensive documentation led to the appearance of a

new class of bureaucrats.

Top image: Uruk, located on the Mesopotamian Plains (Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani). o(@\w‘ Jd 3).-U-43) el Gn be Db Jgen 6-‘- ‘-‘ﬂj)j‘ X uic‘ﬁl.a 3y gaaall

Above: The stone—built white temple of Uruk constructed in the 4th millennium BCE
(Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Top left: The Temple of the Moon at Ur, the only still-standing ziggurat in Mesopotamia
(Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani).
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Bottom left: The Kassite—period ziggurat of Dur-Kurigalzu, west of Baghdad (Photograph:
G. Philip).
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Right: The Uruk vase, with images in four sections — plants at the bottom and gods and rulers at the top
(Photograph: A. Al-Hamdani). ™
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Below: Cuneiform script was developed in Sumer for record—keeping (Photograph: P. Zimansky).
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Bottom image: The Neolithic village of Maghziliyah, located in northern Iraq (Upper Mesopotamia) (Photograph:
G. Philip).
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