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Two thousand five hundred years ago

e\.‘:« ﬁWj g;dﬁ

The Neo—Assyrian empire (912-612 BCE), Dok ca @ (VY — AN Y) daad) C el Ay sl el Caagd
encompassed Mesopotamia, part of Anatolia (modern (s L) Llgalil Cre e Ol Om e Dl (o ia) el
Turkey), Syria—Palestine and Egypt. The magnificent Oda B )y 55l e iyl By . paag Cpaad (U g
capitals of Nimrud and Nmevc.eh exemplified Assyria’s g Z‘-“M 5lcaal) sda cyled) o8l (s 9 g al Jia 9*4‘3’4‘
power and wealth. However, its eventual collapse dad i
appears to have been quick.

The Neo—-Babylonian Empire, created by Nabopolassar QA (B el A 3y e saaal) LU ) glalyaey ) Cuaal
in the seventh century BCE, was based at Babylon. His Cinngh Mg . le] daale (Bl Abae (e GAAT)5 c Bl J8 bl
successor, Nebuchadnezzar Il, renovated the city, which . ,lSu» 9+ v s Ciyac g JSEI pat Aot 48l 1y e 404l
covered 900 hectares of land. It boasted some the most dalaildl g Aiaally dadall @'\-Pd‘ O aall Anaddl G
beautiful and impressive structures in the region. " "

Later empires also built impressive capitals, such as daalall Jia dedim 303 avalse ¢ lin AU Gl yglalua¥) Culé
the stone-built Parthian capital at Hatra. Taq Kisra, the dadinll s giall Acldl) ¢ gy FUa . piasl)l 8 45 yaall c\.u\&d\
gigantic vaulted hall at Ctesiphon — the winter capital of (slaladls AN Ay ghalyuadld A il :\_A:_éu\) Csiuadad
the Parthlan and Sass.anlan empllres — has one of the ?mj‘ f‘n’d‘ o she o iy JQST Jias %M\J
largest single—span brick arches in the world.

Top image: Hatra, the only ancient city in Iraq built of stone (Photograph: M. Tammuz). (s et meal) Bhall A 3ylaadly dtaal) Al Saiasl) Aadl) ¢ jaall L eV 5y gall
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Left: The Code of Hammurabi, the earliest written law code (Photograph: P. Zimansky).
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Above: The Jerwana Aqueduct, part of one of the huge irrigation systems constructed by the Neo—Assyrian Empire
(Photograph: I. Erhel).
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Above: An overview of Babylon, showing some of the most beautiful and impressive structures of the sixth century
BCE (Photograph: S. Mousa).
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Top right: The Ishtar Gate at Babylon, the city of wonders (Photograph: M. Tammuz).
(D55 a1 s Aaall Ciilae e (il B e Al sl e

Bottom right: Ctesiphon, the winter capital of the Parthian and Sasanian empires (Photograph: M. de Gruchy).
(i 62 oo ) Anluladly AnSEY) by gdalyadld 4 i) danalall ¢y il : paall Jau

Bottom image: Reconstructed walls of Babylon (Photograph: M. de Gruchy).
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