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One of the biggest threats to cultural heritage in Iraq .4, sl dpaiil) g Gglal) 3 GAEN GIADN ciayagdl) i asl
iIs urban development. This includes the construction A Sad) &) Sumall alaally Jlally (3 dal) oL SN Jadug
of roads, houses, factories and military camps. For Lga sacldy Suna Galad) Bl eu;,m Lad) ¢ Sl S
instance, the ex-Iraqi regime established a military iugall [ gall iy .1973 "?l“ o Aaadl) ol Aiida (e ully

camp and an air force base next to the ancient city of 1S ARl a3 e e e e X
Aasddl) 29)gall Ladglis a3 29 pac |l | o)

Ur in 1973. Historical satellite imagery shows that the ¢ %) &lsall i Laailiy 2 j;&f"d‘;;
LIS -~

camp and the base were built over ancient sites that
were part of Ur.

In the countryside, agriculture and irrigation are the main g Y 8 gall daadi )l Cilaagdll (g)llg de )3 JSE ¢ capyl) 8
threats to archaeological sites. Farmers dig canals and "l p3gall Jiuia agd aa Jsaall Gygiymng Cilgiall e hhall jaay
plough fields with little understanding of the archaeological Aalia) 8 s gall
sites located in the area.

Natural phenomena — such as high winds, floods and ol g Gliliaully ddlal) ~ L)l Jie — dpandall jalghall JS85 LS
climate change - also pose a threat to archaeological Cua ¢ =l 8 dall duiad 50 P 23 gall | Laeh — Ll
sites. Many buildings, constructed from unbaked mud o Mygn path Allg e Galll e Sldl e waall aiS S
bricks, are vulnerable to the damaging effects of wind and .o Lsalls C\ﬁ)j‘
water.

Top image: A neglected heritage building in the heart of old Baghdad (Photograph: S. Neogi). (LSH g :Ji}o..a:i) Aazy 8 e SF S :ujsijl.) 3 gaall
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Above: Above: One of the main threats to cultural heritage sites in Iraq is urban development. This image shows the Assyrian city of Nineveh within the modern city of Mosul in 2004 (Image:
(c) DigitalGlobe 2019).
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Above left: The impact of agriculture and irrigation on archaeological sites. Tell Gubaiba in Dhigar Province (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/Military Special Unit of Italian Forces in Iraq).
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Above right: Natural phenomena, such as erosion, are a real threat to archaeological heritage. Southern mound of Zabalam (Tell Ibzaikh ) in Dhigar Province (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/
Military Special Unit of Italian Forces in Iraq).
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Bottom image: The ancient city of Sippar (Tell Abu Habba) near Baghdad. This satellite image shows agricultural expansion around the site (Photograph: @Bing Imagery).
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