Saving the Past
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Recently, several projects have helped to preserve LB )l A Bliall 2 Bas Luwally a bl (e Ll Cald
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unique eco-system that was over 5,000 years old. A Ja dalel s ad) a3 .43 . kel % . . -
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programme to re—flood the marshes began in 2003. B Blg cuald LY ¥ ?L"‘ Ay el 500 o Laally Ciladiioal)

In 2011, the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage e L fox m S et ot sx(t 4 v
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flooded.

In 2004, the SBAH established an archaeological police  a8)se dileal dpunl s sasg Eilyilly HEY) 3))a) clial (Yo v g ale 8

unit to protect sites in the south. The unit deployed Codh 8y L AlAll jaad) adel Gilyygall i 3asll Caald L agiall
patrols to deter looting. Many stolen objects have been L ahad) Caatidl Lgaalisig 48 4yl tjagj\ O 2dad) 3aleil

recovered and returned to the lrag Museum.

In 2006, terrorists destroyed the golden—domed shrine Sl alaY) My jredhy dnlayy) Gilaaad) 2B Yo 0T Lle
of al-Askari in Samarra. The shrine has now been AagSall 8 e 38 )all ol Bale) Cudd oo lpelin A Auadall 4l 52
reconstructed by the government and private donors. In algny sl Giela ket jad VoV E ble Jdgdals dile )i
2014, ISIS destroyed the Monastery of Mar Behnam in XY ale 8ol saley sadie dsaa CARY 2 gyt Jems S

the Nineveh plain. Efforts to reconstruct the site began
immediately after the liberation of the area in 2017.

Top image: The former regime drained the marshes of southern Iraq in 1992 (Photograph: (di3 . pysall) 144Y Lle 8 Ghall Cagia Slsal Gl aladl Cain 1 lled) ) gunll
M. de Gruchy). )

Above: Considerable effort was put into protecting Irag’s heritage after the 2003 war. The Archaeological
Protection Unit of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) deployed patrols to safeguard sites, pictured
here at Tell Abla (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani).
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Left: Many stolen objects were recovered and returned to the Iraqg Museum by the Archaeological Protection Unit

of the State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) (Photograph: A. al-Hamdani/Military Special Unit of Italian
Forces in Iraq).
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Above left: Reconstruction efforts at the Monastery of Mar Behnam began in 2017, after the liberation of the Nineveh Plain by the Iragi Army (Photograph: B. Al-Maslob).
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Above right: The State Board of Antiquities and Heritage (SBAH) started a campaign of salvage excavations in the marshes in 2011. This is the archaeological site of Abu Rubab (Photograph:
A. al-Hamdani).
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Bottom image: Ongoing conservation work at Babylon (Photograph: M. de Gruchy).
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