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Archaeology and Remote Sensing
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Remote sensing for archaeology uses high-altitude U jsa oo jladiay) alll aadieg SEY) ale Jlaa B
images of the Earth, such as satellite images and delall LY s Jia dlaa Adle cleldl)y) Lﬁaj\j\
aerial photographs. It is one of EAMENA’s key tools Lisay) £ pial Aty o) 3 sl Ay sl | salls
as it is fast and effective. It allows archaeologists saalias HEY) o lalal LN (Adlad g ‘LU,JM Y EAMENA

to identity and watch archaeological sites across a R . N RS - . o nEal
large area. It is particularly useful for regions that are ghliall o2 ? AR e 7 ) alisal

difficult or dangerous to visit. oA JSAS k) O o k) ey (A
We need to gather many images to document 1A% j/:\ﬁ):jy‘ p3gall B Heall e HISI xaa ) Al o
archaeological sites and assess the threats to them. aahias el a2 Sl alially el (et Al Glanagil) andh
To do this, we use many different types of imagery. Jilg) die geall gl HEY) lae a2l Cus L Hgeall (1
Archaeologists have used aerial photography since the | um )‘y\ Cye axd) LU J‘y\ el L g pdiad) gl

early twentieth century. Jordan is unique in having an

archive of aerial photographs (www.apaame.org).

In recent decades, satellite imagery has become more JE dalis e liall JLQBSI\ ygpa Q;gmi 5 .,'S!\ dgaal) 8
available. Google Earth and Bing Maps allow the L) (33,41 Bing Lai))a 5 Google Earth zaliy ity Cus . S|

EAMENA team to record and keep a watch over sites. By A s cleilpe 5l paials cj\}d\ Jaastl 4m 3l EAMENA
analysing images taken in different months or years, we Sy il Cilgin of el a0 o cala@ll Al seall Jilad
can see how sites and landscapes change through time. 4 " ( C‘J‘M ubjﬁl\; ij éb-d‘ S &A)'J\ e &} Cj

landscape

Top image: Aerial photograph showing the medieval village of Majdalen
(Photograph: APAAME). (APAAME : psoal) ausll jeanll ) agay Al plane 438 5elai dysa 5)pea 1 Llal) 3)guall

Above: The medieval village of Majdalen, which overlies a Roman and Nabataean site (Image: Google Earth 2015 © CNES/Airbus;
Vectorisation: L. Rayne).
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Above left and right: A Roman fortified site at Rujm al Faridiyeh, before (2013) and after (2017) it was bulldozed and destroyed (Images: Google Earth
© CNES/Airbus).
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Above left: Aerial photograph of a courtyard building known as ‘caravanserai’, near the city of Maan in southern Jordan (2003). This is the last
undamaged site of three similar sites in this area (Photograph: APAAME).
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Above right: Aerial photograph of Qasr Bshir, a Roman fortified site near Karak in Jordan, c. 1930s (Photograph: British Academy).
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