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Five thousand to one thousand years ago

From around 5,000 years ago, people in Jordan dyyian Sha el 0N B Gl g ¢ ale o v h dlga A
began to build urban centres with temples and large Eua (580 o3 ug Boladl) Curiglg .S cﬂéﬁ Ailaa ?’“‘3
buildings. Trade expanded in this period. People in e A lad bl s L]y uladl) ot Adlatd) A (il ?@
the area exported copper and established trade links ; - IR

across the region.

Over the last 3,500 years, Jordan has been a rich and 8 Aagas dnie dihie (V) OIS (i lle Yoo lae e
important region of the Levant. Edom, Moab and Ammon  (Pla dlgie clllas (jsee s alsas asa) CulS dus c el 8yl
were independent kingdoms during the lron Age (around coaY i &J (m O ng;\ Y'Y oo Ls_j\j;) Lfggg;j\ yaall
1,200 to 500 years ago). Later on, they became part of L Ayl ALl 4531 gy shalyaa¥ ) (e loda Can |
the Assyrian and Babylonian and Persian empires. Many sl C)Jjj‘ 8 3yl ;:\i)gg” 2lsall (e Lzl )l 2 say
of Jordan’s famous archaeological sites date from the “ Al — Auileg

Graeco—Roman period.

Around 2,300 years ago, the Nabataeans created the city el Vgingg o)) Anae Tl Lasl ¢ A Yr e Jlsa dia
of Petra, carving tombs and temples out of the sandstone. zinall Galaally () sl LY 5 Akl e uﬁ Lilxall
They traded locally—produced copper, as well as incense Sy il el sl Csia e Jilsilly sal eﬂﬁsj e
and spices from southern Arabia. To farm and irrigate the EAG’;\L@ | ) g ool A3l ULl jlan (he 153

arid desert, the Nabataean built impressive systems of . e el 7 AT
’ (9;&@3 o \9.\.9]\ AP | L\‘)AJ‘ B =) )ﬂ Loy ¢ L
reservoirs, dams and canals. Later, Petra became part of G A j,.? 2 u )LS e "

the Roman Empire.

Top image: The influence of Roman architecture can be seen at Jerash (Photograph: P. Flohr). ,(P, Flohr :):,J,A:,) iy 8 dnlag )l 3)lenll )_au saalia Sy tllall 3)puall

Left: Al Khazneh/The Treasury, Petra (Photograph: A. Vafadari).

.(A. Vafadari : ysai) 1l ¢ 2333l : Ll )

Above: Irag al-Ameer is a Hellenistic—period site (Photograph: M. Kenawi).
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Above: Nabataean water systems at Petra (Photograph: B. Rouhani).
.(B. Rouhani : ygai) 1yl & k) 50l dakaiy) todle ]

Top right: A Roman-Byzantine period street in Madaba (Photograph: P. Flohr). Y|
(P Flohr : yea) Lol 8 Jadin — Slagy gld ropadl el gesity 4
L L waee b m.-r'.

Bottom right: In the Byzantine period, Christianity was the state religion. This carved cross comes
from Um er-Rasas (Photograph: B. Rouhani).
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Bottom image: The characteristic arches of Um er—-Rasas, a UNESCO World Heritage site.
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