The Pre-history of Lebanon
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Lebanon has a rich archaeological heritage. This Aiiaa g ds gital) ddladiaa (uSay Laa P w:\ Sy oL adaly
reflects its diverse communities and importance as C" L e u-“' A 2 5alls .@;u\ Bylaill | gaaS
a hub for coastal and overland trade throughout

history.

Evidence of early humans has been found in caves in Anludll Jlall 8 cageS A&l ol e ) e gl
the Lebanese mountains. Caves provided homes and Jady JSUI e Lla) o3 dolaad s oadle CageSll sda K i
protected these remains from erosion by wind and water. i e Ao S Jiie HLS Jia CageSl) gty Lol CLl)M
Caves such as Ksar Akil contain evidence of people Sindl e GV Cilydial 3555 shg —  jia 2(') 3 )Ssi Gae e

more than 20m below the surface — a record of tens of
thousands of years of human activity. Human burials from
around 19,000 to 9,000 years ago have recently been
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found in two caves at Moghr el-Ahwal in the Qadisha -Liale
Valley.

Sites such as Byblos on the coast and Tell Labwe South ) 9000 (4o Ledl dgms 3 S0all 4e )yl e AN A
in the Bekaa, have given up evidence of early farming Cgin A oelll Jig dua JaliS i il plga 4 .45 7000
from around 9,000 to 7,000 years ago. Stone tools dse Laa) daylg )l 4y ylaal) adaslly 4y aall oY) i ac
and pottery fragments show that there were social and AalAg ol uﬁ CA‘J‘“M O Aalaidy | g
economic links between sites in Lebanon and further

afield.

Left: Ksar AKkil, near Beirut, a cave site threatened by construction activity and quarrying
(Photograph: A. Garrard).
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) — =~ Below: Nacharini Cave in the Anti—Lebanon mountains, where evidence of prehistoric cave occupation has been

-~ found (Photograph: A. Garrard).
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Above: Excavations at the cave site of Moghr el-Ahwal in the Qadisha Valley (A. Garrard). Above: The Qadisha Valley in northern Lebanon, where several caves have been identified with
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Above: A plaster floor at the Aceramic Neolithic site of Koubba | (Photograph: G. Philip).
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Right: Neolithic site of Labwe in the Bekaa. The modern town is encroaching on the site
(Photograph: J. J.Ibafiez).
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Bottom image: The cave site of Moghr el-Ahwal where prehistoric occupation has been found
(Photograph: A. Garrard). ~
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