Crossroads of Cultures: Bronze and Iron Ages
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The expansion of maritime trade routes during the () Dlal) S8 AN AN YA 4 el Byladl) Gk s

third millennium BCE created major changes in aag Gbd o ) Al gl ABMe @l | ol = ORI
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resins, wine and oil were sought after.
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The presence of high—value Egyptian imports in the rock- M‘ :\:ﬂ%&‘ Craddin My . jaall 85 siaall LSk uladll
cut Royal Tombs is evidence for this. The Phoenician s by dﬁ! A il &Yj 3l ol Z\;g;ﬂi O S_J‘

alphabet, the root of Greek and later western scripts, was
first used at Byblos.

During the Iron Age, the Phoenicians established city— S gas e Ahle (sl sl saaall sl Pla
states at Sidon and Tyre. From here they traded goods s Al e :ijld\ gandl gl pe adliadl 1y al
across the Mediterranean. Tyre was famous for purple A0S AV Jand 48 ga e daluS dpilea V) Azl
dye, a prestigious commodity as the colour signified

royalty.

Top image: A view of the iconic cedar trees (Photograph: K. Badreshany). (U el pea) Byt 31 a2l e : Ll 5ypual

Right: Bronze and Iron Age occupation at Sidon, a coastal trading emporium (Photograph: G. Philip).
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Below: The Phoenican city—state at Tyre (Photograph: G. Philip).
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Left: Phoenician amphora, which would have been used to ship commodities such as wine and oil (IIIustration: A. Schmidt).
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Bottom left: The Early Bronze Age fortification wall at Byblos (Photograph: G. Philip).
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Below: A Phoenician inscription. The Greek and the later Latin alphabets were derived from the Phoenician alphabet

(Photograph: K. Badreshany).
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Bottom image: Bronze Age houses at Byblos (Photograph: G.Philip).
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