Temples, Towers, and

Tombs: Classical Lebanon
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During the Hellenistic Period, Greek language and
culture spread across the Near East. This process of
‘Hellenisation’ took place under the rule of Alexander
the Great’s generals and their descendants.

Large temples were constructed. One example was the
massive Temple of Jupiter Heliopolitanus at Baalbek.
This building work continued into the Roman period.
Lebanon became home to many Roman temples. Nearly
40 Roman temple sites still exist today. There are

also smaller religious sites in the mountains, such as
Machnaqga and Sfire. Spectacular burial sites include the
tower tomb at Hermel in the Northern Bekaa, which may
date from the first century BCE.

Public buildings, including hippodromes, baths and
temples, have been excavated in Lebanon. Shops,
houses and roads were also uncovered during
archaeological excavations in the souks area of Beirut.

Top image: Roman period cult site in the mountains at Machnaqa
(Photograph: K. Badreshany).
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Right: Ruins of the Temple of Jupiter at Baalbek (Photograph: K. Hopper).
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Below: Ruins of the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Baalbek (Photograph: K. Hopper).
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Bottom image: Roman aqueduct near Beirut (Photograph: K. Badreshany).
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Above: Ain Aakrine Roman Temple (Photograph: K. Badreshany).
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Left: Tower tomb at Hermel (Photograph: K. Badreshany).
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