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Damage over Time
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The historic centre of Beirut suffered significant Ada) oal) A dasur ) (e ciguml Al 3Rl e
damage during the civil war (1975 — 1990). 5 Addlaal) Jlas| cipdigs (1990 ale 2y .(1975-1990)
Conservation of several sites was undertaken after " ¢ S aa u-“ IRRYA( éb—uf\f‘ NI Iy ,éy}d\ Cra ddall
1990. While the old souks were largely demolished, T Ll "Jﬁéb-d\ e ity ally ) ;Lds

this meant the site could be excavated and recorded
by archaeologists.

Recently, damage dating from the civil war has been u)sl\ Sililad A AdaY) Gl e il ) pa 1as )i Al
identified. In the 1980s, the area around Kamid el Loz ads Sl Al Aasaal) ddlatall 4 Sall COlgl G ga (g pliall
was bulldozed by military forces and further damaged by faall (3d <1941 ale iy pagalll Jsia s i 2 sal

looters. In 1941, the prehistoric site at Tell Koubba was Ji L jeme ) 3kl UsS s rise b s A8k 1 L;‘LL’&)J‘
cut through by the construction of a railway by the British ' | ' RN
)S.\.AJ LSJ.\})JJ‘ Jm.’.j‘ L.sj‘ 523\ &M\ u))r.aa Jﬂj .Cq&)

Army. The nearby early Bronzo Age settlement hos been S el Clls okl A a5 .
damaged by recent road widening, as well as agricultural

polytunnels.

While past damage is regrettable, we need to focus on e SN e 1Y (Cawig JA\ S gl )yl u‘ 3
two questions: what information can we still extract from 23 gall e LAt (Say Al Glaglaall o Lot opllsu
damaged sites, and how do we restrict further damage in ?M\ el e aiadl e ) S CaS 63 patall
the future? )

Top image: Kamid el Loz has been damaged by bulldozing in the past (Photograph: G. Philip). (u.alﬁ d :J,Um'.'\) L;&atd\ (st Condl o Hdll wlS et tllel) 3y guall

Right: A mosque and a church overlook the ruins of the Roman Forum in central Beirut (Photograph: K. Hopper).

Below: The remains of the excavated Roman Baths in central Beirut (Photograph: K. Hopper).
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Left: Graffiti on the side of the tower tomb at Hermel (Photograph: K. Badreshany).
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Below: Tell Koubba Il was discovered recently when road widening revealed archaeological layers
(Photograph: G. Philip).
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Bottom image: A 1940s railway cuts through the centre of Neolithic Tell Koubba I (Photograph: G. Philip).
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