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More than ten thousand years ago
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We know that the climate of Libya and the Sahara Aglall oadlid, ?g‘g\ (R as 2 UlS ghaally Ll ¢ La 3\ ala
was once very different. Evidence for this can be CR S edat Al gl &\;j P ERY ada (S gimll fSang
found in the types of animals shown in prehistoric o3 Jadly . Lt iging Jaug @“@um‘ J8 L jganl ) giuall
rock art from central and southern Libya. These " A R T il s
GilS g )avall o g (Aladl) | ul)@lg Zeamlall) il gaall
include crocodiles, hippos and elephants. These Cua ¢ paalall :éjr:&‘ JN‘J Ajk.“ l.:: J:_iad g e ij?s;

animals show that the Sahara was a much wetter . :
Gl gaal Y8 ALl et Ladie L 4adlal 3 .
place than today at times in the past, with permanent gad) Ao oS Zlall it Ladie . dadlal) L)y clpand)

lakes and rivers. When climate changed, animals gt Qi y phad i ) Mg el gl ) uldlls
and people had to migrate or adapt. This led to the
development of new technologies.

Early North Africans were hunter—gatherers. The design oamalall=cualuall (e Sie ey 8 Ll Jlad Gl 1S
of their stone tools can tell us about major changes Chuadll e dpaall aghlsnl aaat Upas o) (Sayg ce\.xkﬂ
that took place in their lifestyles. In Libya, millions of s Gadle L 8 Lagila Dalail & cfiaa ) Ayl
prehistoric stone tools have been found alongside ancient cila lale sl ~ @)\ﬁ‘ Jid WL jeac uj;\ 3 g L5;,5\ 4 yaall
rivers and lakes that dried up long ago. gk dal e Chis Sl Al clyaadls Sl

Archaeological evidence shows that from around 10,000  culy (slil) ) Cacas ale 10000 s die a3l 2530 A1 o
years ago, people began to farm sheep, goats and cattle. JARY ale 4000 Mo diag cdpilally e Lalls euf_‘y\ iy

>0

From around 4,000 years ago, they began to cultivate Jualadll delyy
crops.

Top image: Two cats are shown fighting in a piece of rock art dating to around 5,000 to 8,000 JB Lo ) Leayl agay (igadtie galy (e (OOlES U8 jelah gAa (8 (e dxlad L eV &t By pal
years ago, Wadi Matkhandouch. .ale 8000 < 5000

Above: Many thousands of years ago the climate was very different. People lived as hunter—
gatherers (lllustration: D. Miles-Williams).
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Right: Tools made from stone were already used by humans over a million years ago.
Examples like these stone axes became ever more complex over time.
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Left: Rock art can give us an idea about what the natural environment looked like many thousands of years ago. Giraffes and elephants roamed the land.
L) st JLE s i3 il YT e Apmpdall A5l e oy Lee 556 Llany o (gyall Gl Sy ¢ Ll

Right: Rock art drawing of people hunting animals, Tadrart Acacus (Photograph: L. Galuzzi).
(L. Galuzzi: ysail) L sSIST cilyali ccililgoa Tsallaay Gelil a5 3a Gl auy 1 el

Bottom image: Rock art showing a superhuman figure and an elephant, Wadi Matkhandouch.
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