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Two thousand years ago

From around 2,500 years ago, the first urban b B 4 s clihigia Jgf cupgds 42500 Al dia
settlements appeared in Libya. A new, multi—cultural Aalid e dodl) aEs eusls 9 cculBlERY) aamia Maa @:,M gdaig
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economic links wi e rest of the Mediterranean . .. .y w B
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became strong. For instance, Libyan olive oil was
exported to many overseas markets. This was a
profitable trade.
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Most ancient Libyans were multilingual. We know this g8 (e Al Coprig e lalll (gaaata o lanall ) alaaa IS
from stone inscriptions written in Punic, Greek, Latin and @8y ¢l i g 4l g 4l gallg s sally 40 ¢3S0 40 s
a Libyan script. Some Libyans achieved very high status O adl Anla g )l dyyghal eyt Jla 8 Addle Kl (amy
under the Roman Empire. The Roman emperor Septimius Ll g8 Adlge (pa ey s (w satis :@uj)j\ skl ey

Severus was a native of Western Libya.

Libya’s cities were famous for their monumental Vel (ulill gl 85 cdadiuall dg)lenall Liuiey Ll (jae Cygil
architecture. People produced stunning artworks, 5y0) Culiids 3ylew caly (Jilailly o Ladoadl) Uy 8 Loy (Alade 4y
iIncluding mosaics and statues. In the pre—desert Lol Cadss ‘@B—J‘ eLi) J) e)aall Caylia dalaia u_a, o Liall
region, clever water management techniques led to the ik gine Jgudy 14318 ?‘Jﬁ‘ Vsa o e cladls dujitial
establishment of farms. Tomb and funerary inscriptions e dj Ciiaall UMT | | g T% ikl @& »

reveal that these people were Libyans, not settlers from
outside the region. Further into the desert, the first oasis
towns were established in Fazzan by the Garamantes and
at Ghadames.

Top image: The large and impressive temple of Zeus at Cyrene was built over 2,200 years ago .(ancientview :'é)}a.aj\) ale 2200 e )l A Cugall (g dma ol N :U,Js{ﬁ\ 2 B)saall
(Photograph: ancientview).
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Right: The impressive architecture of the Roman-—period theatre at Sabratha. _ = —
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Below: Inscription from the theatre at Lepcis Magna. It was commissioned by an important Libyan official and writ—

ten in both Latin and Punic.
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Top left: Elaborate floor mosaics decorated many villas and public buildings in Libya. This detail, from a mosaic of the Four
Seasons, is from the villa at Zliten (Photograph: M. Beek).
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Bottom left: Elaborate funerary monument of a local Libyan leader. He lived around 1,900 years ago, in the pre—desert area
around modern—day Bani Ulid (Photograph: P. Kenrick).
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Below: Large settlements also developed in desert areas such as at Old Jarma in Fazzan. This photograph, taken from a
kite, shows the excavation of the temple and several other public buildings.
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Bottom image: Large funerary monuments in the pre—desert commemorate the leading Libyan families that lived and pros—
pered in that area (Photograph: P. Kenrick).
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