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One thousand years ago

Following the Arab Conquest, the government based da 0 el Galdd) Gl A dagSall ciada ad) idl) ey
in Tripoli granted the people of Libya a large degree = 4_isl.d) jaall jan, CJT O ?““ Al o Aaall S é,s;n G B yaS
of local autonomy. Although some of the ancient B oiladsg Galibh Jia £ 054 Léiuﬁ‘ St Ol Cojan dagadll
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These key urban centres today connect people with
the medieval and ancient past of Libya.

There is evidence that the countryside was busy, with Glauall e =il ‘jjw O gyl AL o) el
many estates, farms and fortified villages. Farming S5 S de )3l Cmaly ddiasdl (5ill &)l estates
became more concentrated in the areas of highest rainfall (M\ d_L,\Mj\) )LL.,&\ J ohar & ujp;}!\ Y axall )y bl
(the Jabal regions) or in desert oases like Ghadames. In ¢ Ly 2 Aty Jon 8 . Gmalae Jie dyghanall calalgl) a j
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Hajj.

With the arrival of Islam, mosques and shrines became CuilS g o ldld Jagdia A payly aaliall sl e)...q}!\ J sl
common in the landscape. Zuwila was one of the most e A=8ll) laldl jae ?"j (e Baaly )l jeanll 8 aliy;
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important oasis t(?wns on the medieval Trans—Saharan Oulaal) alSall Glae 3 8yl dlaall cehaall jue 3ylanl) 35k
trade route. The impressive tombs of the local rulers, the AP all gni L yac CJ“ il s Byl (e
Banu Khattab, are about 1,000 years old.

Top image: The Jami al-Kibir mosque at Awjilah was originally built in AD 666. It features Gl Aok g yie Ly Sading (50l 666 ale Jaa¥) & 3 alagl 8 ekl aaladl oY) 85) sl
impressive beehive domes (Photograph: A. Buzaian). (ks g i) dadll WA 4

((P- Kenrick @yl dusii Jin 8 adansyd ()b die o ol (g il (o dmisa 1 el

Left: The village of Nalut was an important administrative centre in the medieval period. The fortified granary had
up to 500 cells in which grain could be safely stored (Photograph: P. Kenrick).
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Above: Forsatta is a typical medieval village with a mosque, houses, oil presses and grinding stones (Photograph:
P. Kenrick).
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Right: In the medieval period, many buildings were built re—using stones from ancient buildings. Fragments of
Roman architecture, such as an upright olive press, were built into this old mosque (Photograph: P. Kenrick).
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Above left: Fortified communal granaries protected the harvest of many families during times of conflict. The granary at Gasr al Hajj had 144 cells to store dry good and liquids in jars
(Photograph: P. Kenrick).
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Above right: Large farms such as Gasr Al-Mkhiley were sometimes fortified. This Gasr became important in the Islamic period as part of the pilgrimage route to Mecca (Photograph: A.
Buzaian).
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Bottom image: Tombs of the Banu Khattab, Zuwila.
gy oladl) gl s Jand)




