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Many archaeological sites remain unidentified. 
Even close to Libya’s UNESCO World Heritage 
sites, surprising discoveries are being made. In 
other cases, the sites are in remote areas, yet to be 
fully recorded. Very often, we only find out about 
archaeological sites when human activity or nature 
intervene.   

Erosion, caused by the sea, is an example of a natural 
process that can destroy the remains of ancient coastal 
sites. Ploughing fields, digging foundations for new 
buildings and road building may also cause damage.    
 
In the worst cases, this damage is deliberate. For 
example, monuments are sometimes destroyed for 
ideological reasons. People may loot tombs and illegally 
sell on artefacts to collectors. Such activities can result in 
the loss of these sites and the information they hold about 
the past. 

Top image: Erosion by the sea is effecting many coastal sites such as Apollonia 
(Photograph: joepyrek).
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Right: Bulldozing tracks are visible right next to an ancient cemetery site in Fazzan. Some 
tombs have already been lost (Photograph: T. Savage).
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Below: New houses are being built on an archaeological site in the region of Tripolitania 
(Photograph: M. Alhddad).
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Above left: A tree planation right next to the Roman fort of Bu Njem. Part of the ancient 
settlement and cemeteries outside the fort have already been destroyed (Image: DigitalGlobe 
via Google Earth).  
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Above right: Agricultural expansion is destroying ancient settlements and ancient water 
management features (Image: DigitalGlobe via Google Earth).
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Right: Tombs and burials are particularly vulnerable to looting. Cemetery of Cyrene 
(Photograph: A. Buzaian).
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Bottom image: Tombs and burials are particularly vulnerable to looting. Cemetery in the Wadi 
al-Ajal (Photograph: D. Mattingly).
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