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Preserving the Past

g“5:;:\.«5\ s Bl

By identifying threats to an archaeological site, it is alag) Mdie San (e (gl 2 gal Cilaagdl) dasd DA
then possible to develop solutions. Sometimes this j oa N dil é‘""‘ Ois 3-6-“ a1 oy eSs U&b ¢Jolall
can be as simple as making a landowner or farmer Cuilg 1) )] 2 Axdlgll DU AALEAN g A Ll Al & 5l
aware of the historical and cultural value of the ol 4l aa %4;3 O aga adga o g Aaal) clids gl

archaeology on his or her land. If modern settlements Jlad aalg s cllia lalls [ pall glad) o g :ujmy u-“‘
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help to prevent damaging building work. One effective B SR v - T T
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measure is to build fences around threatened sites
such as at the mausolea of Ghirza or at the ancient

town of Balagrae (El Baida).

Preservation projects can help to halt damage caused Sl Bali )l Gy 8 aclis o) Laial) aylial (S
to mudbrick buildings by water and wind. Successful @léj\ Al Aaalil) AliaY) g e Lplly oliall Aniy  lally 3auilll
examples include the ancient mosque at Awjila and some omalae 8 Aa bl Sl ang alagl 8 azall

of the historical houses in Ghadames.

Visitor centres and information boards help to educate Sl aalat e 2Ly Glaglaall Gilsglg HIgHll S aelud
people about local heritage. If looting is a problem, Cpdiie Cpdae eliagy Sy ¢ AEe gl 813 L el sl
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authorities if nece§sary. iject§ may be mgyed to a Claainal dldl PUA e cdaal oSl Cania ) 45N Al
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especially younger generations in archaeological projects, . ) ") i
people become interested in their heritage. e
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Above and left: Before and after photos of the mausoleum at Bir el-Uaar. Nearly 2,000 years old, it has been
recently restored. A fence now protects the monument (Photograph left: P. Kenrick; photograph above: O. Brogan,
© Society for Libyan Studies Archive).
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Above and right: The obelisk mausoleum of the Wadi N’fd was also restored and is protected by a fence
(Photograph left: O. Brogan, Society for Libyan Studies Archive; photograph right: P. Kenrick).
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Above left and above right: Before and after photographs of a traditional house interior in Ghadames. These were often elaborately decorated with paintings, which faded over time. Some of
these traditional decorations have been restored.

Bottom image: Upturned column capital at Lepcis Magna.
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