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Palestine through time

AP (lald

Palestine has played a crucial role in history because i) Lgadga Gusn gl 8 Lanila 9o Cadacald Cual

of its strategic position between the three continents u*\ s Ladla cailS a8l L Liguglg Lk jdlg L) DU )8 oy

of Asia, Africa and Europe. It has always been a g ‘-Gj V) gana sa (a ?‘é‘Jn‘J PR Jtséfgb ALY
bridge between different cultures and ideas. Despite daidall ‘ﬂwb & Lally Ga bail) £ 985 a8 pstual) I

its small size, Palestine is diverse In terrain, climate B . "y .
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and natural features. Its cultural history extends from = B ) u::; Al ; A J~ 9.4;
the Palaeolithic (more than 100,000 years ago) right e A — can

up to the twenty—first century.

Across time, Palestine has had different names. It was & 354 e-“t% Cdye Bade e lawhy (plals ua)‘ O e
known as Amuro in the Akkadian writings dating to 4,300 Coll J8 43, 4300 ) Lea)b anyn Al 40lKY) Gl
years ago. During the Middle Kingdom of Egypt, it was e Blhy S ¢ pas A ol Akl pac A5, pialsldl
called Retno. From the reign of Thutmose Il (3,500 o)l Lo Glhal (4 3500 J8) Calldl) adiad age b . i,
years ago), it was the land of Horu_or Kharro. An obelisk S Blall Jd yde pualdd) el caaiia Ay g A 5 55
f.ound in the city of Alalakh gnd dating to the middle of the L OlaS ?‘“’t* ty\ A T e e
fiteenth century BCE, calls it Canaan.

In the Greek period, the land between Phoenicia and Codll Lo gl die (Lol uﬁ:sz sl Hela dnligl) 3yl A
Egypt was first called Palestine (Palestina). The first . paag Laid G Lo 4x8loll o) DU cdd)paa dpandS Lol (3 el
century CE historian Josephus mentions Palestine in his 6‘*‘\4 c,,sﬁad‘ dﬁf\ Cal uﬁ TR uﬁ EVPLINY @3.&\ la <3 LS
writings. e 3
Top image: Tell al-Far’ah. Geslal) s el & By pal

Left: The archaeological site of Shugba Cave, dates back to about 14,000 years ago, Ramallah

district (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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Below: The neolithic site of Tell es—Sultan, Jericho (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism &
Antiquities, Palestine).
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Above left: Hisham’s Palace with its exemplary mosaic floors is an important early Islamic archaeological site, north of the town of Jericho, at Khirbat al-Mafjar in the West Bank (Photograph:
Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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Above right: Above: Khirbat Shuweika in Tulkarem dates back to Hellenistic period (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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Bottom image: The Qumran caves were cut into the limestone cliff by people over 8,000 years ago and have continued to be used over the millennia (Photograph: R. Nikolaus).
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