Damage and destruction
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Palestine is a densely populated territory.

Agriculture and urbanisation are the main threats to
archaeological sites. Many features of the Roman city
in Nablus, including the columns of the colonnaded
street have been damaged due to urban expansion.

Another important factor in Palestine is the Israeli
Occupation. Military activity, such as along the Israeli
West Bank barrier or wall has damaged archaeological
sites. In 2002, the old city of Hebron sustained damage
during the Israeli—Palestinian conflict. Many traditional
Mamluk and Ottoman houses and streets were destroyed.

Sabastiya, located north of Nablus, has been affected by
vegetation and agriculture. The site is how covered with
olive trees and the land is in continuous use. Other types
of damage have natural sources. The most vulnerable
sites to wind and rain are located in the Jordan rift valley.
The most prominent site affected by soil erosion is Tell
es—Sultan, Jericho.

Top image: New construction on the ancient site of Sabastiya (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism
& Antiquities, Palestine).
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Above left: Orchards, planted trees and new buildings on the ancient site

of Tell et-Tell (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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Above right: New housing is encroaching
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on the ancient site of Tell Balata (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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STATE OF PALESTINE

Above: Road construction has impacted many archaeological sites in Palestine (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism &
Antiquities, Palestine).
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Left: An old building destroyed during the conflict in the old city of Nablus (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism &
Antiquities, Palestine).
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Bottom: New buildings have been constructed around the historic site of Haram er-Rama (Photograph: Ministry of
Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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