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Saving the Past
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We cannot save all archaeological sites: people need dc )l N (il z s Ao Y 23)5al) aran MAT) LiiSay ¥

land to cultivate, and places to live and work. But ilaiaall cilaagilly éb.d\ Laad JMA e oSy - Jaadly Ghunll

by identifying sites and potential threats to them, pdn yiiady . lgJlatd Ji W yaei Jud LJQ\ LG 560 LiSay o]

we can document archaeological remains before ' P T
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they are damaged or lost. This is the first step in the
protection of cultural heritage.

By identifying and documenting sites that are important Bal adaliud L_s_u.L,..AéJ\ &) jall ZLAL@J\ p3gall (Blighy past (PIA (1
to Palestinian heritage, the Department of Antiquities and O wand) 036 3 AY) Gl &L el Sl Sl HEY
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restoration projects have restored archaeological sites B A A 2l WL sl \,w\j Lm } Sy dw My . ,,5, 18

and historical buildings across the territory. These have ?*J G ey dasadl) sall g (m ) ‘m} \-ﬁbr—;m\ 1:
iIncluded an extensive restoration of the historic palace

of Qaser el-Basha in Gaza, and a new ethnographic
museum in Bethlehem’s Old City.
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You can also help! Make your community aware of
the value of heritage. Encourage everyone to treat
archaeological remains with respect.

Top image: Nablus Old City is on UNESCO’s tentative world heritage list (Photograph: Ministry s U—Aﬁ*‘ﬁ) gg;‘ju‘ A gl Sungll 4l o dadiye ¢l u,ﬁ daaal) 3all) : Lilal) 3 guall
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Above left: Fencing at Tell Balata Shechem protects the site from the further encroachment of new construction (Photograph: P. 1zzo).
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Above right: An iconic mosaic from Hisham’s Palace. Restoration projects have preserved the mosaics as well as the architecture of the site (Photograph:
Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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Above: Throne Villages dating from the Ottoman period have been restored by the Ministry of Tourism &
Antiquities, Qal’at el-Barqawi (Shufa) (Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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Right: A new walkway at Khirbat al-Mafjar helps to protect the remains from visitors (Photograph: J. Greene/
Manar al-Athar).
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Bottom image: Christmas celebrations outside the Church of the Nativity in the West Bank town of Bethlehem. The
Church of the Nativity and the Pilgrimage Route has been a UNESCO World Heritage Site since 2012
(Photograph: Ministry of Tourism & Antiquities, Palestine).
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